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protests against such discrimination from Arab Nationalists of
Baghdad and lower 'Iraq, where little self-government had been
authorized save Arab advisers. Municipal Presidents and local
Councils, stripped of any real authority or power. He also
foresaw that when Mosul was assimilated, as it would un-
doubtedly be, any attempt to bring its Arab Government into
line with the rest of Iraq would be met by storms of opposition,
not only from the Arab inhabitants of Mosul but also from those
of Iraq and of the entire Arab world, intent on demanding
their rights in the face of the hostile Western Governments.
Accordingly, when an announcement was made of the im-
pending changes on the occasion of the King's birthday
celebration in Baghdad on May sgth, the Acting Civil Com-
missioner spoke only in generalities. No mention of Mosul was
made nor was any hint given as to the future administration
which H.M. Government proposed to establish there.x
A few days later he renewed his efforts to win H.M. Govern-
ment to his opinion. In answer to a telegram from H.M.
Government, thanking him and his staff for their work and
stating that his recommendations marked an important stage
towards a definite form of administration, and that the ultimate
Constitution must await the coming of peace,2 the Acting Civil
Commissioner declared on June yth, that it was difficult, if
not impossible., to proceed with constitutional organization,
until the future of Mosul had been settled. He asked that he
be permitted to make an announcement regarding Mosul in
about a fortnight's time.3
1 Text: Proclamations, 1914-1919, No. 49, pp. 38-9. The speech was the
combination of a draft prepared by Col. E. B. Howell, May 7th, and a draft
prepared by the Acting Civil Commissioner, May 2ist, 1919. In view of this
announcement, reprinted in local papers and in official compilations, it is
difficult to understand the Acting Civil Commissioner's statement: 'H.M.
Government had firmly refused either to make any public announcement
themselves in regard to Mesopotamia, in amplification of the Anglo-French
Declaration of November 8th, 1918, or permit me to do so ' Wilson, op. cit.,
P-337-
3 S/S for India to Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, June 6th, 1919.
3 Telegram No. 6403, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for India, June
7th, 1919.
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